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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1 . (original): An image retouching method comprising: 

a detecting step of detecting a local defect in an original image and distinguishing the 
type of the defect on the basis of image data representing the original image; 

a displaying step of displaying the defect detected at the detecting step with a mark 
corresponding to the type of the defect and receiving a correction to an inaccuracy in the 
detection of the defect displayed; and 

a retouching step of retouching the image data representing the original image according 
to the type of the defect of which any detection inaccuracy is corrected. 

2. (original): The image retouching method according to claim 1, wherein the detecting step 
detects a defect in a facial part in the original image. 

3. (original): The image retouching method according to claim 1 , wherein the detecting step 
detects a defect in an eye in the original image. 

4. (original): An image retouching apparatus comprising: 

a detecting section that detects a local defect in an original image and distinguishes the 
type of the defect on the basis of image data representing the original image; 

a display section that displays the defect detected at the detecting step with a mark 
corresponding to the type of the defect and receives a correction to an in accuracy in the 
detection of the defect displayed; and 
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a retouching section that retouches the image data representing the original image 
according to the type of the defect of which any detection inaccuracy is corrected. 

5. (currently amended): : A computer program product, including computer-readable media 
comprising instructions to implement procedures for an image retouching program, said 
procedure comprising: A n image retouching program storag e m e dium storing on imag e 
retouching program comprising: 

a detecting seetieft -instruction that detects a local defect in an original image and 
distinguishes the type of the defect on the basis of image data representing the original image; 

a display seetien -instruction that displays the defect detected at the detecting step with a 
mark corresponding to the type of the defect and receives a correction to an in accuracy in the 
detection of the defect displayed; and 

a retouching seetien -instruction t hat retouches the image data representing the original 
image according to the type of the defect of which any detection inaccuracy is corrected. 

6. (original): An image correcting method for detecting and correcting a particular defect in 
an eye in an image on the basis of image data representing the image, comprising: 

a preprocessing step of narrowing down at least one of a set of images represented by the 
image data and a set of regions in one of the images to obtain an image or a region that meets a 
predetermined condition indicating a possible presence of a defect; and 

a correcting step of detecting and correcting the defect in the image or region obtained at 
the preprocessing step on the basis of the image. 

7. (original): The image correcting method according to claim 6, wherein the image data 
representing a photograph has shooting information obtained during shooting and attached to the 
image data; and 

the preprocessing step performs preprocessing according to the shooting information 
attached to the image data. 
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8. (original): The image correcting method according to claim 6, wherein the preprocessing 
step performs preprocessing on the basis of scene analysis of the image represented by the image 
data. 

9. (original): An image correcting apparatus for detecting and correcting a particular defect 
in an eye in an image on the basis of image data representing the image, comprising: 

a preprocessing section that narrows down at least one of a set of images represented by 
the image data and a set of regions in one of the images to obtain an image or a region that meets 
a predetermined condition indicating a possible presence of a defect; and 

a correcting section that detects and corrects the defect in the image or region obtained at 
the preprocessing step on the basis of the image. 

1 0 . (currently amended) : A computer program product, including computer-readable media 
comprising instructions to implement procedures for an image correction program for correcting 
a particular defect in an eve in an image on the basis of image data representing the image, said 
procedure comprising: An imag e corr e cting program s torage m e dium storing an imag e corr e cting 
program for d e t e cting and corr e cting a particular d e f e ct in an e y e in an image on th e basis of 
image data r e pr e s e nting th e imag e , th e program comprising: 

a preprocessing seetien -instruction that narrows down at least one of a set of images 
represented by the image data and a set of regions in one of the images to obtain an image or a 
region that meets a predetermined condition indicating a possible presence of a defect; and 

a correcting seetiefl -instruction that detects and corrects the defect in the image or region 
obtained at the preprocessing step on the basis of the image. 

1 1 . (original): An eye detecting and correcting method for detecting an eye in an image on 
the basis of image data representing the image and, if the eye contains a defect of a 
predetermined type, correcting the defect, comprising: 
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a detecting step of detecting an eye in the image and the appearance of the eye on the 
basis of the image data; and 

a correcting step of correcting, if a plurality of eyes are detected at the detecting step and 
any of the plurality of eyes contains the defect, the eye containing the defect with reference to the 
appearance of the other eyes. 

1 2. (original): The eye detecting and correcting method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the 
correcting step corrects the eye with reference to the appearance of the eye pairing up with the 
eye containing the defect. 

13. (original): The eye detecting and correcting method according to claim 1 1 , wherein the 
correcting step corrects the eye with reference to the appearance of the eyes of a person other 
than the person with the eye containing the defect. 

14. (original): An eye detecting and correcting apparatus for detecting an eye in an image on 
the basis of image data representing the image and, if the eye contains a defect of a 
predetermined type, correcting the defect, comprising: 

a detecting section that detects an eye in the image and the appearance of the eye on the 
basis of the image data; and 

a correcting section that, if a plurality of eyes are detected at the detecting step and any of 
the plurality of eyes contains the defect, corrects the eye containing the defect with reference to 
the appearance of the other eyes. 

15. (currently amended): A computer program product, including computer-readable media 
comprising instructions to implement procedures for an eve detecting and correcting program for 
detecting an eve in an image on the basis of image data representing the image and, if the eve 
contains a defect of a predetermined tvpe. correcting the defect, said procedure comprising:A H 
e y e d e t e cting and corr e cting program storag e medium storing an oye d e tecting and corr e cting 
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program for d e t e cting an e y e in an image on th e basis of image data r e pr e s e nting th e imag e and, 
if th e e y e contains a d e f e ct of a pred e t e rmin e d typ e , correcting th e d e fect, the program 
comprising: 

a detecting s e ction instruction that detects an eye in the image and the appearance of the 
eye on the basis of the image data; and 

a correcting seetieft -instruction that, if a plurality of eyes are detected at the detecting step 
and any of the plurality of eyes contains the defect, corrects the eye containing the defect with 
reference to the appearance of the other eyes. 

16. (new): The image re-touching method of claim 1, wherein the displaying step of displaying 
the defect detected at the detecting step displays the defect detected without displaying the 
corrected defect. 

17. (new): The image re-touching method of claim 1, where in the mark corresponding to the 
type of the defect is a shape or a color. 

1 8. (new): The image correcting method according to claim 7, wherein the shooting information 
is information relating to the quality with which the image is captured. 

19 (new). The method of claim 7 wherein the preprocessing step narrows down a set of images 
from a larger set of images based on the shooting information. 

20 (new). The method of claim 1, wherein receiving the correction to the inaccuracy comprises 
receiving a user input after display of the defect detected. 
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